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How will RFID solutions optimize 
the operational deployment and 
logistic support of a force?
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Main characteristics of  military 
engagements

• Projection (overseas) operations 
– Territorial discontinuity

• From stabilization to coercion
– Large scale deployment

• Up to 30 000 soldiers

• Multinational operations
– Interoperability requirements among nations

• Under economic constraints 
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Deployment and logistic support 
challenges 

• Multimodal shipments 
– Road, rail, maritime and air

• Ability to dispatch overseas  and satisfy demands for all logistic functions
• Large scale of support

– From autonomy to outsourcing

– From several items to thousands

• One supply chain : no disruption from factory to foxhole
• Immediate response for different scenarios

– Stock policy

• Logistics interoperability 
– Standardization policy

• Asset visibility
• Under economic constraints

– Optimize or reduce the logistic footprint
– Strictly sufficient
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Locate spare part: 5905-00-7345199
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RFID “military” capabilities

• Provide asset visibility to the chain of command
• In-transit visibility 
• Global visibility

• Secure and accurate information
• automated information technology 
• digitization

• Optimize the direct support
• Asset distribution and consumption, stock management and demands
• Alert status: temperature, integrity, shock…

• Facilitate and optimize the fleet management 
• Cargo management
• Convoy tracking 
• Priorities and destination (changes)

• Be interoperable with allied forces and outsourced support 
• Optimize the logistic footprint
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Global system

EMA  © INT RFID CONGRESS - TOULOUSE  14 SEPT 2010                                 UNCLASSIFIED



13.O1.2010 Etat-major des armées 10

RFID challenges
• Information security

– Duality: unclassified and classified information
• Standardization agreements of solutions – ISO

– Link between “civilian” and “military” worlds
– Interoperability between allies 

• Security of components
• Always be able to revert to a manual solution
• Limits 

– Frequency problems or emissions on special sites (e.g. airports)
– Airportable solution
– Transmission link capacity
– Energy consumption 
– Component and site protection 
– Robust solution

• What will we do when we receive information from an 
RFID source?
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Current RFID initiatives
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Current RFID initiatives
• From consignment tracking to asset tracking 
• Step 1: In-transit visibility
• Step 2: “Global” visibility

• Preparing the future system for asset tracking 
– Joint system permanently deployed and for operations

• Ongoing study on RFID technologies
• Partnership with CN RFID

• Combination of technologies
• NATO interoperability 
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